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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claim 1-5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Ichihashi 
(GB 2,353,442 A). 

With respect to claim 1, Ichihashi discloses the telecommunication terminal 
apparatus capable of giving a notification using a melody, comprising: storage means 
113 capable of storing musical composition data in which a plurality of starting points 
suitable for starting performance are set page 6 linel; point register means 113 for 
storing information indicative of an arbitrary performance starting position of the musical 
composition data; and musical tone-generating means 112 page 5 lines 25-28 
responsive to an instruction for starting the notification using the melody, for reading out 
the musical composition data from said storage means and for reproducing the readout 
musical composition according to the information indicative of the performance starting 
position, stored in said point register means, to thereby start generating the melody from 
the arbitrary performance starting position of the musical composition data. 



Application/Control Number: 10/724,789 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2685 

With respect to claim 2, Ichihashi discloses the telecommunication terminal apparatus 
according to claim 1 , Ichihashi continues to disclose wherein said musical tone- 
generating 112 means is responsive to an instruction for ending the notification using 
the melody, for stopping reproducing the musical composition data and for writing 
information indicative of a reproduction stop position of the musical composition data 
having been reproduced and a starting point corresponding to a- position closest to the 
reproduction stop position among the plurality of starting points into said point register 
means. ( page7 and 8) The stop position is interpreted as the end pointer of the 
memory block containing the musical data. 

With respect to claim 3, Ichihashi discloses the telecommunication terminal 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said musical tone-generating means 112 is 
responsive to an instruction for ending the notification using the melody, for stopping 
reproducing the musical composition data and for writing information indicative of a 
reproduction stop position of the musical composition data havirig been reproduced and 
a starting point corresponding to a rear position closest to the reproduction stop position 
among the plurality of starting points into said point register means. ( page 7 and 8) The 
rear position is interpreted as the end pointer location of the memory blocking 
containing the musical composition data. 

With respect to claim 4. Ichihashi discloses the telecommunication terminal apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said musical tone-generating means 1 12 is responsive to 
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the instruction for starting the notification using the melody, for generating the melody 
from a starting point corresponding to a rear position closest to the performance starting 
position stored in said point register means among the plurality of starting points. ( page 
7 and 8) The rear position is interpreted as the end pointer location of the memory 
blocking containing the musical composition data. 

With respect to claim 5, Ichihashi discloses the telecommunication terminal 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein one starting point can be selected from among 
the plurality of starting points, and the selected one starting point is written as the 
performance starting position into said point register means, (page 7 lines 18-23) 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The Lee reference (US 6,418,330) discloses a device and method for generating 
various ring tones in radio terminal. 

The Hoopes reference (US 6,058,171) discloses a unique ring caller ID. 

The Ito reference (US 6,597,928) discloses a portable telephone maraca which 
produces musical tones in synchronization of the swings and vibrations. 

The Kyrpmlahti reference (US 5,452,354) discloses a tinging tone apparatus. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard Chan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0570. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri (9AM - 5PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (571) 272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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